CONVERSATIONS OF  NAPOLEON
say that it grieves me to think of a brave man like Murat, who had so often faced death, dying by the hands of such people. The Emperor cries out that it is horrible. I urge that Ferdinand should not have allowed him to be killed. 'That is your way of thinking, young people, but one does not trine with a throne. Could he be considered as a French general? He was one no longer. As a king? But he had never been recognized (by the Bourbons?) as one. Ferdinand had him shot, just as he has had a number of people hanged.'" But Gourgaud watches him, as they read the newspapers to him, and says that he suffers.
We cannot tell which of the three chroniclers really first reported the news to Napoleon, but we feel that Gourgaud's narrative is vivid and true. Long afterwards Napoleon says to Gourgaud: "Murat only got what he deserved. But it is all my fault, for I should have left him a marshal, and never have made him King of Naples, or even Grand Duke of Berg."
So in the few specimens that we propose to give of Napoleon's conversation at St. Helena we shall mainly confine ourselves to the notes taken by Gourgaud. Napoleon, however, repeated himself constantly, and so we obtain corroborative versions of many sayings in all the chronicles of the exile.
One of the chief topics was religion, and one of the books that Napoleon most loved to read aloud was the Bible. The reading was not always for the highest motive, for on one occasion he reads up the books of Samuel and Kings to see what is their testimony in favor of legitimate monarchy. But on other occasions the Bible is read with no such ob-
185t must have been mad to risk such an enterprise. I
